
Matthew 

Chapter 18:15-35 

 

 
REVIEW: 

Many scholars believe Matthew is actually broken into 5 sections 
1. Sermon on the Mount = chapter 5-7 – for the multitudes 
2. Healings thru faith = chapters 8-9 culminating in chapter 10 = for Disciples, pulled into the Kingdom call 
3. Chapter 13 = parables, for both (chapter 14 – call to decision) 
4. Chapter 18 = teachings about the community of following Jesus 
5. Chapter 23-25 = almost like the second Sermon on the Mount before He dies  

 
* Feeding of 5000 vs. 4000 
* Review 16 from last week’s teaching …super important to highlight the Passion predictions 
* The Passion Revealing about Jesus’ vocation of Messiahship – death and individual resurrection 
* And now 18 – First and last, the child representing the weak and forgotten and helpless 
 
Kind of a tough section because we all read this and here church discipline 
There WAS NO CHURCH yet 
 

• Matt. 18:15-19 
Does this section seem to have anything to do with the last one? Why does Matthew place it here? 
What is the goal thru all this? 

• Luke 17:1-4 
 

• Matt. 18:15 
Brother = comes for the root for womb 

• Matt. 18:16-17 
Why one or two? What is the point of this? Who is it for? 
Does it matter WHO you bring? Why? 
Really not church but assembly, remember there was no church 
 

• Numbers 35:30 ‘If anyone kills a person, the murderer shall be put to death at the evidence of witnesses, but no 
person shall be put to death on the testimony of one witness.” 

• Duet. 17:1-13 
What is the process God lays out here? Step by step. 
What do you make of verse 7? Why would the witnesses be first? 
 

• Duet. 19:15-21 

• II Cor. 13:1-6 
 

• Matt. 18:18 
Bind and loose = Hebraic terms for prohibit and allow 
* Remember the section with Peter, given the keys to the Kingdom and Acts 15 
(Is. 22:22 and Matthew 16:19) 
 

• Matt. 18:19-20 
Given the point of this section, what does this mean? 
Is this section about prayer? Or perhaps communal living? 
Not about prayer really at all but getting along in humility 
And making decisions where a clear decision is not obvious 
God is giving us His authority to make decisions amongst one another, thru agreement only 
And thru that, God is saying He will uphold what we agree to 
What do you make of He will be in their midst? 
Not just there, but aware 
(Genesis 4:24 on 7x70) 



• Matt. 18:21-35 
 
In review, what is a parable? What makes up a parable? What is the purpose of a parable? 
What is really odd about this story? 
Why would the forgiven man act this way when he now owed nothing? 
 
This parable is only found in Matthew 
In the original language of the parable, Hebrew greatly facilitated bridging the gap between the abstract and the tangible. 
Beneath the Greek opheiletes (debtor) of Matthew 18:24 is likely the Hebrew Hayav. 
The Hebrew Hayav can mean both "indebted" and "guilty of transgression." 
10,000 talents – 1 talent = 6,000 denarii or days wages – if days wage was $50 = 3 billion dollars 
100 denarii = $5k 
 
Just at face value/ what is the point of this parable? 
This parable is really more about bitterness than anything else 
Again, you can really see the threads thru chapters 17-18 leading up to this point 
One should NEVER give up making relationship and reconciliation there goal 
What should the goal be in confrontation? 
How do you know if that is really your goal? 
 
In the Jewish calendar. the were 10 days between The Jewish New Year and the Day of Atonement 
It was assumed that during this time that you would atone for any wrongs in preparation for seeking Divine Mercy 
They called it the 10 days of Awe 
Mishnah – “Yom-Kippur (Day of Atonement) atones for a person’s transgressions against God, but it does not atone for 
his transgressions against his fellow man until he appeases him.: Yoma 8:9  
There is a very good chance Jesus told this Parable during this 10 days 
 
What is the point of this 4th great section in Matthew? 
Forgiveness and relationship are the marks of the new Kingdom of God 
Peter’s question sums it all up in vs. 21-22 
If you are still counting, you don’t get it 
 
 


